V- ^art of a Letter from the Right Reverend 
Father in God Robert Lord Bifhop of 
Corke, and F.R-S. to the Right Honourable 
John Ear/ of Egmont, F.R.S. concerning 
the Remains of an antient Temple inltehnd^ 
of the fame fort as the famous Stonehenge, 
and of a Scone-Hatchet oj the antient Irifli. 

Keadi^oy.io. A S I ncvei* mct with any fatif- 

^ '^'^^' ""^XJu f^<^ory Account of thefe antient 

Temples,! imagined tliat a Ihort Account of this one, 
which I mct with in the County of Corke^ in the 
Parifh of Kilganiffe^ when I was upon a parochial 
Vifitation, would not be unentertaining to Tour 
Lordjhip^ it Hands about lo Miles from Bandon to 
the South-weft. 

As to the Drawing Tab. II. Fig. i. the Ground-plan 
is exad , but the Upright was not taken upon the Place, 
but drawn from my Defcription of it, given to Mifs 
Bu^^e^ a young Lady who is related to my Wife, and 
was then in the Houfe with me. It contains the 
Reprcfentation of a very antient Heathen Temple, 
and the Burial-place of fome Perfon of great Re- 
nown, before the erefting of covered Temples was 
made ufe of, in this Part of the World, or perhaps in 
any other Part of the World, except Judaa. Which 
fort of Places of Devotion fcem to be the moft antient 
of any that we have Accounts of in Hiftory. For 
Temples were originally all open, and thence received 
their Name, according to Varro {Lib* 6. deling* Lat^ 
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aTem^landoj which was an anticnt Word that figni- 
fied toy^^ or look out. Thefe Places therefore were 
called Temples by the Heathens, becaufe they were 
holy Places, that were marked out by the Augurs for 
taking their Auguries in, and were therefore left 
open, that the Prieft or Augur, who flood with his 
Face to the South, according to Rojtnus^ {Rof. Ant. 
Lib. III. c. 9.^ or with his Face to theEaft, according 
to Calepine-, {Cal. T^iB. Templum) might be able to 
fee all around him 5 his Art of Prediftion depending 
on the Flight of Birds, or fome Appearances in the 
Face of the Sky, which varied their Signification 
according as they fhewed themfelves, either on the 
Right Hand or Left Hand of the Augur. Whether 
the Difpofition of thefe Stones, in the Plan I have 
fent you, was dejfigned or accidental, with regard to 
the Points of the Compafs, I cannot fay 5 but it is 
remarkable, that there are Two Stones, which are 
fixed direftly in the North and PFeJi Points of this 
Circle J and Two Openings anfwering to the Eafi 
and South : So that it is poflible both our Authors may 
be in the right, and that the Prieft fometimes flood 
with his Face to the Eafl, and fometimes to the South. 
The middle Stone, which was the Place where the 
Prieft ftood, is lower than the reft, not being above 
Three Feet high, and was always dedicated to fome 
Deity or others and was confecrated to thatUfe by 
the pouring on of Olive-oil : Which Cuftom was of 
very antient Date, and feems to have been borrowed 
from the Praftice of the antient Patriarchs, who 
called thefe Stones Bethels. For when Jacob was 
going from Beerjheba towards Vadan-Aram or Ha- 
ran^ to feek for a Wife, by Command from his Father 
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IfaaCy having laid down to fleep, God appeared to 
him in a Dream 5 and, when herofeup in the Morn- 
ing, it is faid, that he took the Stone which he had 
put for his TilloWj and fet it up for a Tillar^ and 
poured Oil upon the Top of itj and he called the 
Name of that^ lace BETHE L (Gen. xxviii. 1 8. 22.); 
which Word literally fignifics in Englijhy GOT>s 
Houfe. Again, when Jacob and Laban made a 
Covenant together, ^^r^^ took a St one y and fet it up 
for aTillar^ and probably poured Oil thereon, by 
way of dedicating it to God, as lie had done before 5 
for that Mofesm^At ufe of Oil in the Dedication of 
the Tabernacle, and Altar, and Veflels, (^c. is plain 
from Lev. viii. 10, c^r. And in this Place, when 
Jacob and Laban had finifhed their Covenant, it is 
obferved, that Jacob offered up a Sacrifice (Gen. 
xxxi. 45. 54.). Again i when Jacob afterwards fled 
from the Shechemites, God appeared unto him; and 
in the Place where God talked wuh him, it is faid, 
that he fet up a Millar ^ even a Tillar of St one , and 
poured a 1I> rink- offering thereon, and he poured Oil 
thereon. And Jacob called the Name of the ^lace 
where GOT) fpake with him, BETHEL {Gen. xxx v. 
9. 15.). And hence thefe Stones, which were ercded 
as Marks of thefe Places having been dedicated to 
God, came to be called Bethels i and, by a corrupt 
Pronunciation of the Word, they were in Greek 
called BctfluAfct {vide Sanchoniathoy Which is the 
Reafon why that Stone, which Rhea is fuppofed to 
have given Saturn to fwallow inftead of a Child, is 
called Baf1uAo$ 5 and not becaufe it was covered with 
a woollen Garment, which is called Ba/V)? in Greeks 
as Hefychius pretends* Hefych. Etym. 
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And that this Cuftom of dedicating fingle Stones 
to God was not confined lojudaa, is plain from 
Clemens Ale xandr inns ^ who obfervcs, that before the 
Art of Carving was invented, tlie Antients eredcd 
unwrought Pillars, and paid their Worlhip to them 
as to the Statues of the Gods {Clem. Alex. Strom. 
Lib. L). Herodian alfo mentions a Pillar, or large 
Stone, of a black Colour, and a conical Form, at An- 
tioch in ^hoenicia^ which was ereded in Honour of 
the Sun {Herod. Lib. V.). Taufanias alfo mentions 
feveral of thefe uncarved Pillars in Bo^otia in Greece^ 
and fays they were the antient Statues ereded to their 
Gods {Taufan. in Bceot. & in Acha.). And that this 
Cuftom continued till after the Time of the Prophet 
Ifaiah, is plain from his making ufe of the Expref- 
iion of ereding a Pillar to Goo, to denote the 
Worfliip of God. For, fays he. In that "Day jhall 
there be an Altar to the Lord in the midft of the 
Land of Egypt ^ and a Tillar at the Border thereof 
to the Lord. And it jhall be for a Sign-, and for a 
Witnefsy unto the Lord of Hofls in ihe Land of 
Egypt (Ifa. xix. 19, 20.). And Arnobius, who flou- 
riflied about 330 Years after Chriji, fays, that this 
Cuftom continued to his Time 5 and that, when he 
was a Heathen, he never met a Stone, which had the 
Marks of Olive-oil being poured upon it, that he 
did not look upon as fomething divine, and offered 
up his Prayers to it as fuch {Arnob. cmtt^ Gent. 
Lib. L). 

As to the Cuftom of ereding this Bethel with a 
certain Number of Stones around it, this alfo is to 
be found in the Old Teftament. For it is faid of 
Mofesy after he had been in the Mount with G o i>, 
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and had returned to the People of Ifrael^ that he rofe 
up early in the Morning-, and builded an Altar under 
the Hill, and Twelve Tillars according to the Twelve 
Tribes of Ifrael (Ex. xxiv. 4.) : Which Altar was 
probably furrounded with thefc Twelve Pillars, or 
Twelve large Stones, pitched on an End, and ftuck 
in the Ground 5 for fo the Word hd^^d, Matfebahy 
literally fignifies, as a proper Defignation of the 
Quantity of Ground, which ought to be looked upon 
as fandified by the Altar, and dedicated to God* 
Of the fame kind alfo we may fuppofe thofe Twelve 
Stones to be, which Jofiita pitched in Gilgal, after 
the Children of Ifrael had palled the River Jordan 
(Jo(h. iv. 20.). The Number of Stones which fur- 
rounded thefe Bethels-, 1 fuppofe therefore were 
intirely voluntary, at the Difcrction of the Pcrfons 
who dedicated the Bethel y and might be fewer or 
more, cither according to the Number of Pcrfons 
principally concerned in the Dedication, or the Size 
of the Place, or the Number of Stones which could 
conveniently be found large enough for that Purpofe. 
The Number of thofe, of which 1 have fent you the 
Draught, are Nine, which furround i\iz Bethel ^t 15 
Feet and half Diftance from the Centre ; the Height 
of each Stone is about Six Feet above-ground, and 
their Breadth is from Three Feet and half to near 
Four Feet, fome a little more, and fome a little lefs. 

The Stone marked {b), which ftands detached from 
the reft, I take to be a Matfebahy or Pillar ereftcd as a 
Memorial of the Burial-place of fome eminent* Per- 
fon ; either the Prince or Prieft of the Country, or 
probably both: For antiently the principal Perfon of 
each Family, Tribe, or Nation, officiated both as 
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Prince and Prieft: And in Hebrew the fame Word 
Cohen iignifies both Prince and Prieft. And what 
confirms tliis Opinion of its being a fepulchral M,o- 
nuiiicnt is, that fome of the anticnt Popifh Families 
liCrcabouts make ufc of it as a Burial-place to this 
Day. The firtl Account we have of this Cuftom of 
eroding Stone Pillars on or near the Burying-placc 
oi eminent Pcrfons, is that of i?^r^^/'s, who dying 
in Child-birth of her Son Benjamin^ in the Road 
between Bethel and Ephrah, it is faid, that Jacob 
fet a 'Pillar upon her Grave (Gen, xxxv. 20.). Of 
the iamc kind alfo may we fuppofe that Matfebah 
or Pillar to be, which Abfalom crcftcd for himfelf 
during his Life-time, though better wrought, and 
more ornamental, in the King's Dales where it is 
more than probable he dcfigned to have been buried 5 
for it is obferved, that he faid, / have no Son to keep 
my Name in Remembrance, and he called the Miliar 
after his own Name (2 Sam. xviii. 18.). Which 
Cuftom, of erecting Pillars over the Burial-places of 
eminent Pcrfons, was not confined to the Land of 
Jud£ai but was univcrfally praftiled, as appears from 
a Paftage in Horner^ where Minerva exciting Tele- 
machus to go in Queft of Ulyjfes, and fuppofing the 
worft that could happen, that is, that he fliould come 
to a certain Knowledge of the Death of his Father, 
llic direds him then to raife a Pillar, or Signal, to 
his Memory 5 or, as Mr, Tope has tranflated it, 

To the pale Shade Funereal Rites ordain : 
Tlant the fair Column on the vacant Grave : 
A Herds Honours let the Hero have. 

Horn. Odyf. Lib* L 
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And hence, in nay Opinion, came the Origin of 
Obelisks in Egypt-, which abounding with the fincft 
Quarries in the World, gave them an Opportunity of 
pitching Stones of the largeft Size over tlie Burial- 
places of their eminent Men. And you may obferve, 
that this Stone, of which you have the Plan marked 
(^), is fomewhat in the Form of an Obelisk \ being 
Ten Feet high, and Two Feet fquare at the Bottom, 
diminifhing gradually to a Point at the Top. 

It is remarkable, that fome of thefe Stones mani- 
fcftly appear to have been reduced to the Form they 
are in by Art 5 particularly that one laft-mentioned, 
as well as the one marked AT. 7. which is reduced 
into an hexagonal Form, the inward and the outward 
Front being limilar, with an Angle in the Middle, as 
reprefcnted in the Ground-plan. There is no Ap- 
pearance of any Mark of a Tool, fo that it is probable, 
that this was done with great Labour, by the Affiftance 
only offharp Stones, which, before the Invention of 
Iron, or of that Metal's being common, fccms to have 
been the ufual Innrumcnt of Operation in other Cir- 
cumftanccs as well as this. For it is obferved of Zip- 
porah^ the Wife oi Mofes^ when fhe was ordered to cir- 
cumcife her Son, that j7j^ took a (harp Stone-, and cat off 
the Foreskin of her Son (fix. iv. 25.) And, when G o i> 
orders Jofhua to circumcife the IfraeliteSy he fays, 
make thee jharp Knives y as wetranflateits but, in the 
Original it is, Knives of poarp Stones (Jop* v. 2, 3.). 

Herodotus '^nd^iodorus Siculus both take notice, 
that it was the Cuftom among the antient£^//^/w/j-, 
at the time of embalming the Dead, to cut open the 
Body with an Ethiopic Stone {Herod. Euterp. 
IDiod^ Lib. I. c. 5.): And Ovid^ in defcribing the 
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Origin of the Cuftoms of the Corybantes, &c. fays, 
that a Thrygtan Youth with whom the Goddcfs 
Cybele was in Love, and to whom he proved faithlefs, 
for a Punifliment * to himfelf, cut himfelf all over 
with a fliarp Stone 5 Ille etiam faxo corpus laniavit 
actitOy &c. {Ovid. Fafl. 4.). 

It is manifeft, indeed, that the Ufe of Iron was 
found out in Egypt before the Time oi Jojhua and 
MofeSy both of whom mention it as made ufe of not 
only for cutting of foft things f, but alfo for chizel- 
ing of Stones, {T>eut. xxvii. $.JoJh. viii. 31.) But I 
apprehend it muft have been very rare, and that the 
Art of reducing of Iron to the Hardnefs and Confift- 
cncy of Steel, was not yet difcovercd^ becaufe, when 
God oxdzts Jojhua to write the Words of the Law 
upon Stones, as foon as he had pafled over JordaUy 
the way he is ordered to do it is this, to plaftcr the 
Stones over with Plafter firft, and then to grave in this 
Flatter the Words of the Law i^Deut. xxvii. 2, 3.). 
And yet this is called both by Mofes and Jopjua, 
writing upon the Stones {T>eut. xxvii. 8.). 

It is certain, that the Art of polifhing of Jewels, and 
of cutting one hard Srone with another that was 
harder, was invented and pradifed in Egypt before 
the Time of Mofes \ for he fpcaks of graving the 
Names of the Children of Ifrael in Two Onyx ftones, 
which, lacing harder than Iron, even than Steel, are 
not to be wrought upon therewith 5 but muft be cut 
by fome Stone which is harder than themfelves. 






* Of the Antiquity of this Fraftice, fee JL^t;. xix. 28. 
t 7#i*^^> when he was fent for by VhaYoah^jhaved\i\m^t% Gm. 
:]h 14. 
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W^hcrcforc Mofes fays, with the Work of an En- 
gra^ver in StonCy like the Engravings of a Signet, 
fbalt thou grave the two Stones (Ex. xxviii. 9. 11.)- 
And theretore the Prophet Jeremiah mentions a Pen 
of Iron, as made ufe of for Engraving (J^r. xvii. i.). 

But the Ufe of Iron does by no means feem to have 
been found out in thefeWcftern Parts of the World 
till much latere and therefore it is probable, that the 
Inhabitants of thefe Countries made ufe of Stones, 
whidi were the original Inftruments ufed in cutting 
both for domeftic and military Service, in all Coun- 
tries of the known World 5 as appears of late Years 
from the Praftice of the Americans. And it is alfo 
manifeft, from the many Inftruments of War, that 
are made of Stone, which have been dug up in thefe 
Weflern Parts of £i/r/?/^, that the Ufe of Iron was 
not very common in thefe Parts, till of late Years. 
Montfaucon, in the IVth and Vth Tome of his Anti- 
quities, gi.es us an Account of feveral Tombs being 
opened near Tar is, and in other Places 5 wherein the 
hard and deftruftive Part of the Weapons found 
therein confifted of Stone. He particularly gives us 
the Cut of a Stone Hatchet in his own PoffelTion, 
which was made of Touchftone, in the 4th Tom€ of 
his Supplement,/. 30. But as I have at prefent in 
my Pofleffion a much more complete one, made of 
the fame kind of Stone, I have fent you the Draught of 
it done with Exadnefs, by a Scale of a quarter of an Inch 
to an Inch, Tab. II. Fig. 2. and you will fee, that it is 
plainly made for doing Execution both ways ; and 
therefore anfwers the Defcription given by Mont- 
faucon of the Amazonian Hatchet, or the Sagaris of 
Xenophon{vide Montf. Tom. IV. p. 69.). The Handle 
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is made of Yew, and the Stone is not inferted into 
the Handle at Right Angles, but makes an acute Angle 
below towards the Hand 5 the Ufe of which appears 
at firft Sight. I am. 

My LORT), 

Tour moft obedient^ 
Humble Servant j 

Robert CORKE. 



VI* ^<fi^/^^r/f(?;w^^^2?(?i;^ilir*GriffichHughes, 
Minifter of St. Lucy '5 ^arijh in Barbadoes, 
to Martin Folkes, £/^- Tr. R, S. concerning 
a Zoophyton, fome^hat refemhUng the 
Flower of the Marigold. 

SIR, 

-RiAd Nov. TJJOwever furprifing the Defcription 
10. i743« J[X ^^^ Flower, wiiich I believe is in 
Reality an Animal, may appears yet we cannot, 
without the higheft Arrogance, prefume to pre- 
fcribe Limits to the Power of the Almighty, 
who, for wife Ends, fometimcs hides his Works in 
fuch Darknefs, as to be concealed from the moft 
exalted human Knowledge. There are no Ages paft, 
in which frefh and almoft numberlefs Inftances of his 
wonderful Works have not difcovered themfelvcs. 
And what, in ours, feems moft inexplicable, will, 
pollibly, appear to Futurity, no more than the na- 
tural 
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